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All education provided during school hours (including the supply of materials, books, instruments or other equipment) is done so without charge. There is also no charge for education provided outside school hours if it is part of the national curriculum.

We believe that trips and visitors to school enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the children, and want to offer these whenever possible. Such activities often have financial implications, however, and where they do, school may invite parents and carers to contribute to the cost. The advertised cost to parents is the actual cost for their child participating, if all eligible children take part. These contributions are voluntary. No child will be excluded from an activity simply because his or her parents are unwilling or unable to pay. If insufficient voluntary contributions are raised to fund an activity or visit, or we cannot fund it from some other source, we will cancel it. Where activities would be cancelled without sufficient contributions, we will make this clear at the outset.

Residential Visits

On a residential visit which takes place in school time or mainly school time, to provide education directly related to the National Curriculum, we do not make any charge for the education. However, we do make a charge to cover the costs of the board, lodging and travel expenses. Families in receipt of the following benefits are exempt from paying the cost of board and lodging:

• Universal Credit in prescribed circumstances;

• Income Support (IS);

• Income Based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA);

• support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999;

• Child Tax Credit, provided that Working Tax Credit is not also received and the family’s income (as assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs) does not exceed the set threshold
• the guarantee element of State Pension Credit;

• an income related employment and support allowance that was introduced on 27 October 2008.
If parents are in receipt of these benefits, or experiencing financial difficulties, they are invited to write in confidence to the Headteacher to seek support. School will also make provision for spreading the cost of board and lodgings, and this will be available to all parents.
Music Tuition

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this. There is a charge for individual or small-group instrumental and vocal music tuition, since this is not part of the National Curriculum (as established in the Charges for Music Tuition (England) Regulations 2007). Charges will not exceed the cost of the provision, including the cost of the staff who provide the provision, and no charge will be made in respect of a pupil who is looked after by a local authority (within the meaning of section 22(l) of the Children Act 1989).
Activities Outside of School Hours

Clubs and activities run outside of school hours by teachers from this school are free. Clubs and activities run by private organisations outside of school hours may have a charge attached to them.
Damage/Loss to Property
In the cases of wilful or malicious damage to school equipment, breakages or loss of school books on loan to children, the headteacher may decide it right to make a charge. Each incident will be dealt with on its own merit and at the headteacher’s discretion.

Lettings

The school will make its facilities available to outside users at a charge of at least the cost of providing the facilities. The scale of charges is determined annually by the Resources Committee and forms part of our separate lettings policy.

Other Charges

The Headteacher, Finance Committee or Governing Body may levy charges for miscellaneous services relating to the freedom of information act, up to the cost of providing such services, for example photocopying.

Remissions

The Governing Body may remit in full or in part the cost of any activity for particular groups of parents, for example, in the case of family hardship. When arranging a chargeable activity where appropriate such parents will be invited in confidence for the remission of charges in full or in part. Parents may also contact school to ask for assistance. Authorisation for such remission will be made by the Headteacher in consultation with the Finance and Premises Committee. Our PTA, FOSP set aside money each year in a hardship fund. Parents are invited to apply for this through the headteacher and all personal information remains confidential. 
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